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Top: At Bottlebend L.toR.R. Hunt's 1910S.G. 
M. Markoff 1912 S. G. and P. Kane-White's 
1923: 210 *HieP?. 


Bottom: Barbeque at Bottlebend. 
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THE MILDURA RALLY AND MEETING. 


It could be safely called the best yet. Members from three States converged 
on Mildura in 45 cars to attend what was certainly the largest gathering of Rolls Royces ever 
in Australia. They came in all models and colours, from near and far. Some of those 
attending had motored 700 miles and more, but it was well worth it. The South Australian 
Branch did the organising and the whole operation was carried out with the smoothness and 
efficiency of an alpine. 


The rally started for most of us on the morning of Saturday, 2nd of June, 
although some early birds arrived earlier and put the extra time to good use with chamois and 
brasso. A reception committee at the desk of the Grand Hotel was on hand in the Rolls Royce 
Room to greet each new arrival, direct him to hotel or motel, and provide the programme details 
in an envelope emblazoned with the club crest. Parking outside the hotel was difficult, owing 
to the large number of RR's and the large crowds of enthusiastic locals. But crowds are crowds 
and so for safety's sake, arrangements had been made to place the cars in a very roomy garage 
which was provided for the meeting by Syd Mills Motors, who probably sold their entire year's 
fuel allotment in two days. This arrangement was accepted enthusiastically by the club 
members, and enabled those who had to negotiate some very muddy roads, and there were some, 
particularly to the North East, to clean up. The garage personnel were most co-operative and 
helpful, though the presence once more of the eager public made things a bit crowded. But it's 
funny how anyone, no matter how enthusiastic, respects a man with a hose in his hand, so the 
cleaning operations were accomplished with a minimum of hindrance. Mr. Carter was un- 
fortunate enough to find one of the inspection pits the hard way, and finished up in hospital 
with a broken leg and the heartfelt sympathy of his fellow members. 


By Saturday afternoon, the garage and nearby streets took on quite an imposing 
appearance, and it was now quite obvious to all that the rally was going to be a beauty. The 
first organised event was the run to Wentworth, and many of the members participated, leaving 
the garage to the later arrivals. Some of them who did venture out were a little dismayed to 
find they had yet another cleaning session ahead of them before the big day to follow, but it 
was fun. 


The run to Wentworth was followed by a cocktail session and formal dinner at 
the Wintersun Hotel. This did not leave overmuch time for leisure, especially with cleaning 
operations and renewing of old acquaintances sandwiched in between, but latecomers had no 
trouble finding the right place, what with the noise of R.R. conversation between 100 people 
emanating from the building, and numerous exotic vehicles parked around and about. The 
Federal President, Mr. Sandford Morgan and his wife were on hand to greet members and guests 
as they arrived, and just when it appeared that the room would burst at the seams, the formal 
dinner commenced. The food was, if anything, even better than Rolls Royce standards would 
require, and the cunningly contrived menu, with the club crest in colour on one side, and the 
muted image of a silver ghost and clever word play on the other side, was an excellent 
memento. Our sincere thanks to Charles Wright for such splendid organisation. There were 
of course, speeches. Distinguished guests and visitors were welcomed by Mr. Sandford 
Morgan, who also made a few pointed remarks about the difficulty of maintaining clean hands 
and filled radiators on a Rolls Royce rally. Mr. Vidler replied on behalf of Rolls Royce, and 
presented several amusing anecdotes and a handsome trophy to us. Mr. Robinson and Mr. 
Meek spoke on behalf of their respective states, and the proposed doings of the following day 
were explained in a most amusing manner by Mr. Charles Wright. The menu concluded with 
Spirits of Ecstasy, and even when the supply ceased at the usual 10pm. the crowds did not 
disperse, and in some cases the aforesaid Spirits continued to appear like real spirits should, 
mysteriously, far into the night. 
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The following day was bright and sunny, and the cars, more or less in order, 
with the oldest leading, set off for a tour of the Mildara Winery at Merbein. The route wound 
through the city, and along pleasant country roads to the courtyard of the winery, which was 
only just large enough to accommodate the forty or more RR's which arrived. One vehicle was 
a little late in arriving, owing to an empty fuel tank, a common complaint with the big stuff. 
The winery was not operating as it was Sunday and the grapes had all been picked anyway, 
but the trip over the plant, conducted in three groups by the winery officials, was most 
interesting, especially the ageing rooms, where the heady aroma of maturing brandy was 
particularly pleasing. The tour was followed by a tasting of the various products of the 
winery, an entertainment which led to some diabolical gear changes on the way back to 
Mildura. The convoy was taken past the local hospital, to let the patients see the cars, and 
then through the city and over the Murray River into N.S.W.. It then speeded up considerably 
and proceeded to Bottle Bend, a picnic area in a particularly picturesque section of the river 
bank. Here the cars were parked among the gum trees, and we all had a barbeque luncheon, 
arranged by one of the local church groups, with the proceeds going to charity. For a while 
it looked as if rain was going to spoil the day, but by the time the judges were ready for the 
concours, it had cleared up. After the judging, there was a gymkhana, in which many members 
performed amazing feats of manoeuvring with their cars and some did not. It was also the 
occasion for exchange of advice, cars (temporarily) and tall stories, and of course for taking 
pictures. This last procedure was made particularly difficult by the attractive, but in some 
cases very inconvenient trees, and there were times when your scribe would have welcomed 
a power saw. As dusk approached, the cars wended their way, one by one through the trees 
and back to Mildura. 


There is a blank spot in the record at this point, as the author was engaged 
for some hours in a magneto rebuild and tailpipe restoration, but it is assumed that the in- 
formal dinner scheduled for the evening was preceded by the usual social gathering for 
cocktails. This time we assembled at the Grand Hotel, and were much more noisy than we 
were at the formal dinner the previous night. It was also more crowded, and some of the staff 
were seen running around with worried expressions because of the lack of tables. However, 
all were fed, and after a few remarks from officials and judges, the prizes for the rally were 
announced and awarded. The Vidler Trophy for Age and Authenticity (awarded by Mr.Vidler) 
of Rolls Royce Ltd., was presented for the first time this year to Mr. Terry Bruce with his 
impeccable and beautifully kept 20 h.p. The overall winner of the Concours d'Elegance was 
Mr. Don Busch with his two week old Silver Cloud II who also won the post 1945 section. 
Other section awards were made as follows:- 


Pre 1915 section: Mr. Reg Hunt with his 1910 Silver Ghost 

1919-1925 section: Mr. Terry Bruce with his 1924 20h.p. (Windovers Limousine) 
1926-1930 section: Mr. Grahame Soderland in his 1928 20h.p. (Barker limousine) 
1931-1940 section: Mr. Len Partridge in his 1937 25/30 h.p. (Coupe) 


The club officials then retired to an inaccessable room to conduct the formal 
business part of the rally, and to organise the club's affairs for the coming year. Meantime, 
back in the dining room, there were frantic preparations for the slide and film evening. There 
was some delay as the key to the car which contained some essential equipment was in the 
pocket of one of the officials, and he was in the inaccessable room. The sound projector was 
found to be silent, and while it was undergoing emergency surgery, Mr. Gillings put up a 
sheet and showed 150 slides of RR doings in England and the U.S.A. This was followed up 
by a movie of early motor racing, which, unhappily was silent, the emergency surgery having 
been a failure. Nonetheless, the evening was voted a success and was an excellent way to 
wind up our ‘most successful rally ever. 


Barrie Gillings. 
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Top: 


Bottom: 
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Formal Dinner at Mildura Rally L. toR. 
Frank Meek, Catherine Sandford Morgan 

Jack Vidler, Gavin Sandford Morgan, Janet 
Watkins, Fred Miller-Robinson, Mary Wright, 
Dare Watkins, Billie Miller-Robinson. 


Wine Tasting at Mildara. 
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ALVIBATICING. 
AN ACCOUNT OF THE INVITATION RALLY OF THE ALVIS CAR CLUB N.S.W. 


It has been said that the role of cavalry in war is to add tone to what would 
otherwise be a mere vulgar brawl. It would be grossly unfair I am sure to consider the 
presence of Rolls Royces at an Alvis Car Club Rally in the same light, but none the less 
Tony Strachan and I did trail the odd cloud of glory behind us this August when we joined 
an Alvis rally to Kiama - except on those occasions when a large green Ghost found itself 
descending a hill on a road leading to Heaven knows where and was passed by an assembly 
of Alvi or an agglomeration of Alvisi or however, one desribes a plurality of such cars going 
the other way. Still we got there in the end, although I am quite convinced that a proportion 
of the roads mentioned didn't exist at all, other than in the extremely fertile mind of the 
organiser. 


The rally began with all the cars congregating outside Liverpool on the 
Saturday morning, having struggled our way through the race traffic to Warwick Farm and in 
the case of ourselves having survived a joust with an enormous Dairy Farmer's semi-trailer 
driven by a charley who obviously straddles a Triumph Thunderbird or a Manx Norton in his 
spare time, and who, after enquiring after my health and parentage, suggested in the politest 
fashion I might like to drive my blankety blank old bomb on the blankety left where all the 
other slow blankety bombs drive and let him get his blankety truck past and get about his 
blank business. This didn't really put us in the best mood for the week-end but after 
arriving at the starting point we were met and made most welcome by Alvis owners who said 
quite different things about my car which jollied us up no end. And then of course, Strachan 
steamed in in quite fine style and added a little more tone to the assemblage. They had 
thought me very ignorant not knowing the difference between a 1250 and a Grey Lady but I 
was happy to discover their knowledge of Ghosts and Twenties was just as abysmal - that 
a 40/50 should be larger than a 20 h.p. was accepted, but that a 1924 car should have 
four-wheel brakes and a 1925 car not, was quite beyond their comprehension. 


We ali got away on time and headed down the highway towards Campbelltown 
at one minute intervals. We rather got our own back on the traffic this time for the first 
section was at an average speed of 24 mph. and we seemed to have quite a lire of traffic 
banked up behind. I, needless to say, cheated somewhat by driving on the governor, which 
saved a fearful amount of mental arithmetic and by the odd spot check was quite accurate. 
From Campbelltown to Appin rather faster and then on to the Cordeaux Dam where came the 
first embarrassment - the organizer fellow suggested we should each jack our cars up 
sufficient to spin a front wheel, the whole shebang being done against a stop-watch. I 
explained at some length that my car was the heaviest, it had the biggest wheels, I had a 
clain shirt on, I wasn't used to jacking the car up as with a Rolls Royce this wasn't really 
necessary; but they became quite insistent and 273 sweaty grease-spattered seconds later 
I was able to spin a front wheel. Strachan did his in 7 seconds but he didn't use an 
original jack - a clear case for disqualification if ever I saw one! 


They then asked questions requiring quite unnecessary information such as 
what was the capacity of this infernal lake, who had built the dam what year was it finished 
and so on, and so after having drawn another blank on this (really I must change my navigator 
next time), we were handed a little blue slip saying "Proceed to Kembla Heights". I have 
always thought well of BP petrols and oils and things, but when they publish maps on which 
the whole course of a two-day trial is printed in one square inch at the junction of four maps 
on widely different pages then ] think its time to change brands. We didn't ever find Kembla 
Heights and I very much doubt if Kembla Heights really exists - we saw quite a large hunk 
of the southern Illawarra and we heaved our steaming haunches up numerous hills but no- 
where did we find this mysterious control. 
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It was somewhat comforting mind you to see Alvis and MGs and Lancia's 
equally confused, but it didn't get us any closer to our destination. Most of the time of 
course we passed these cars coming the wrong way. We would then go around a corner and 
when we were sure they weren't looking turn around to follow. On two occasions we then 
met again, they having done exactly the same ~ really, you'd think these Alvis fellows might 
learn to read a map’! 


Possibly more by chance than anything else, we came across a later control 
run by a very jolly fellow who gave us a little blue slip with again mysterious instructions 
thereon and this brought us rather surprisingly to Kiama. We dutifully handed in our slip at 
the Hotel and asked for the large presentation box of Benson and Hedges it entitled us to, 
only to be told so nicely but quite firmly that there weren't any cigarettes being given away 
and in fact we were led to understand this was a fabrication of our jolly friend, who was 
noted for this sort of poker~faced thing, and of which the hotel management did not wholly 
approve. 


After the cars were put to bed the party got under way and in fact a quite 
splendid time was had by all. With the odd pre-dinner drink, the odd bottle with the meal 
and the odd liquer thereafter, everyone was in the mood suitably to enjoy a showing of slides. 


The Sunday was a rather overcast day and in fact after a very few miles it 
began to rain. This first section was quite open and for some considerable distance we were 
following a modern Alvis in and out of the Sunday traffic at sixty miles an hour with the rain 
blowing well behind. Knowing however, that we would be going much slower when we were 
climbing the Macquarie Pass and also that we only had Tony Strachan's Twenty behind (and 
the Twenty being well known as notorously underpowered and of minimal performarc e) , we 
decided to stop and put up the hood. Hardly had I switched off and the Ghost given a 
contented back-fire than there was a rushing as of a mighty Wind, a green blur and there was 
a certain Park-Ward Twenty hull-down over the next hill. Obviously the fellow had taken a 
short cut. But I must confess that we didn't see him again until the next control. Not of 
course that we were really trying. 


Anyway, to cut a long story short, after a bit more scrub-dashing up slippery 
country roads, instead of following a somewhat better one known as the Hume Highway, as 
had been the organiser's intention, we eventually arrived at the Camden Valley Inn, a most 
cheerful place with very welcome log fires and quantities of vittles that quickly restored the 
old elan. The Alvis fellows were polite to the very end, for when we enquired were we last, 
they said in unison "Oh no: old so and so has still to come yet." It was only later that we 
learned he was an official who had been manning the last control. A very nice touch, that, 
I thought. 


Some hours later in a much happier frame of mind, we took our departure, 
heading off into the drizzle in a rather "Sir John leaves at dawn" ish sort of fashion with the 
great mud-spattered Ghost close followed by the equally dirty Twenty, and carrying with us 
memories of a most happy week-end. 


Bill Fleming. 
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PHANTOMS AT MILDURA. 


Gavin Sandford 
Morgans' PI 1928 


P. Crookes 
Phantom II 
1936 


Dare Watkins 
Phantom III 
1938 
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GHOSTS AT MILDURA 


Lance O'Neill's 
1913 Ghost 
Chassis no. 2320E. 
from Adelaide 


Recently restored 
Frank Meek from 
Sydney with his 
1921 Cabriolet 
Chassis no. 69TE. 


A beautiful 1921 
Silver Ghost 143 AG 
belonging to Charles 

Wright of Adelaide. 
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OVERHEATING OF PHANTON I and II 
COOLING SYSTEMS. 


Firstly, let me say that this effort is not entirely original but has been extracted 
almost completely from Rolls-Royce Depot Sheet No. HD171, which recently came temporarily 
into my possession. Depot sheets are apparently little technical chats between Rolls-Royce 
Engineering personne! at the various Rolls-Royce service depots throughout the world and are 
definitely not for public consumption. This particular sheet has been written on the Sth 
September 1930 by someone called Hd, whose identity I cannot establish. It is interestingto 
note that an overheating problem existed in that year with both Phantom I and Phantom II 
chassis and is not, as some may imagine, a problem associated with only old chassis and 
corroded aluminium heads etc. 


“Every year in hot weather, a number of complaints are received that the water 
in the cooling system of R.R. cars can be made to boild under severe conditions of hill 
climbing or high speed. 


The following procedure is recommended in dealing with such complaints: 
(A) Ensure that the engine performance is 100%; that all compressions, ignition timing etc. 
are O.K.and that the oil relay filter is clean and that this unit advances the ignition 
satisfactorily when the engine oil is hot. Ifthe unit is not O.K. it is probably due to dirt 
On one of the two pistons or an ineffective oil seal on the large piston due to poor rings or 
leather. The small piston is purposely made with 0.006" clearance. 


(B) Ensure that there are no water leaks when the engine is hot or cold, particularly on the 
suction side of the water pump. A slight leak at the water pump gland can completely upset 
the circulation. 


(C) Drain the radiator and by means of a small electric lamp examine the top row of tubes. 
If there is any sign of a brown deposit like chocolate in these tubes when drythe radiator 
should be cleaned out with caustic soda (Depot Sheet Hm.109)" 


Unfortunately, Depot Sheet Hm.109 is not available and the wisdom of allowing 
the core to dry out and then filling with caustic soda may be doubted by some and is certainly 
not recommended by me, 32 years after this instruction was written. 


Section (C) concludes with an interesting note. 
"Matrixes fitted with 6 m/m - 7 m/m tubes should always be suspected as potential sources 
of trouble. The matrix should be cleaned externally from bees, butterflies etc. 


(D) Inspect the water pump drive and rotor for signs of damage. This often occurs due to the 
water pump being frozen up in the cold weather." 


If it is found that generally the above features are in good condition the following 
points should be borne in mind: 


(1) FAN. The main trouble likely to occur is fan belt stretch. If the fan belt is slack "the 
temperature of the cooling water is likely to rise by no less than 10 deg. C". It is recommended 
that with modern fan belts (not Whittle belts) the fan “can be run with the tensioning spring 
choc-a-block". This means that the spring would be compressed solid and that reasonable 
finger tension is applied rather than spring tension. 


(2) BONNET VENTILATION. 

"The two (pr sometimes four) bonnet shutters provided, drop the top water 
temperature some 3 deg. C. when open at speed. A bonnet fitted with louvres however, is 
much more efficient in getting the hot air away from behind the radiator and also drops the 
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top water temperature some 7 deg C. so that if the complaint of overheating is really serious 
a louvred bonnet is essential." 


(3) MIXTURE STRENGTH. 

Weak mixture settings, either due to the dashboard control being set at "Weak" 
during high speed runs or maladjustment of the linkages, will cause overheating. If the 
mixture is "run full strong the danger of overheating the top water temperature will fall some 
3 deg. C." 


(4) GUT OUT. 

"When driving fast in hot weather the use of the cut-out is definitely 
advantageous in keeping the water temperature down and is worth about 3 deg.C." This 
would certainly be exhilerating, but has anyone still got an operative cut-out. 


(5) THERMOMETER. 

"The temperature at which the electrical contacts operate has now been altered 
from 92 deg.C to 97 deg. ©. We have known several instances where owners have imagined 
that the engine is overheating when the read lamp has been lit at anything over 92 deg. C. 
and it is therefore advisable to change the thermometer for one of the latest type...” 
(Presumably, the 92 deg. C. thermometer can be altered so that the contacts will operate at 
97 deg. C.) 


(6) FILLER CAP. 

A rubber washer is now being fitted to the radiator filler cap to prevent water 
leaking out over the top tank when driving fast as this will often lead an owner to imagine 
that the engine is overheating. 


(7) WATER LEVEL. 

This should only be maintained at a level half way across the upper radiator 
water pipe. When filled higher than this, water will be discharged when the engine heats 
and this will cause owners to think the loss of water is due to overheating. 


(8) GENERAL. 

"From the results given it will be seen that the top water temperature can 
easily be 15 deg. C. higher than it need due to an ineffective fan belt-and no bonnet 
ventilation. On the other hand if everything is 100% on the system a Rolls Royce car is 
very well cooled, in fact we know from tests that we are now on the Phantom II, better cooled 
than the "Hispano" which has always been held up as a model." (This surely must be one of 
the rare occasions when Rolls-Royce compared their product with that of another manufacturer.) 


All of the foregoing material was intended for the cars of Rolls-Royce technicians 
only; the following sections are intended for the owners and sounds to me to be a little bit 
defensive: 


“We suggest that the following information might be given to a customer who 
complained that his car overheated. 


The cooling system of the car is designed that under all normal conditions of 
atmosphere temperature the car will not overheat. Obviously, it would be most extravagant 
to arrange the cooling system of a car so that it would not overheat even on the hottest day 
that could ever be experienced or when climbing a hill with a following wind, because this 
would necessitate in adding a considerable amount of weight to the chassis which would be 
carried about by every car to cater for the one exceptional condition. 


The cooling system of every car is therefore arranged so that it is a compromise. 
For this reason the temperature of the water in the cooling system will rise to 100 deg. C. 
if the atmospheric temperature is sufficiently high, since the air temperature ultimately 
dictates how much heat can be taken away from the radiator. 
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Incidentally, owners should be told that the red warning light is a device 
provided to prevent them from forgetting to open their radiator shutters, and not an 
indication that the car is overheating badly and cannot be driven further. 


Actually, the 
car can be driven all day with the red lamp on and the thermometer showing 98 deg.C. to 
99 deg. C, and yet only lose 6 or 7 pints of water which causes no harm whatever." 


Perhaps those of us who have met this overheating problem have been worrying 
too much about the effects of corrosion on the cooling system when in actual fact some 


problems with overheating were being encountered when the vehicles were brand new: 


Jim Kelso. 


40 YB as found. 
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DISCOVERY AND RESTORATION OF 1914 
SILVER GHOST 40YB - AN ALPINE EAGLE. 


November 1956 was Olympic Games time in Melbourne, and the annual Veteran 
Car Rally ran from Melbourne to Ballarat. My brother and I stood on the slope of steep 
Anthony's Cutting near Bacchus Marsh, to witness the timed hill-climbof the pre 1916 cars 
A 1910 Silver Ghost, Chassis no. 1425, driven by its owner, Gavin Sandford-Morgan from 
Adelaide proceeded noiselessly, gracefully, and at twice the speed of any other car in the 
rally over this formidable hill; we turned away determined to find a veteran Silver Ghost - so 
fascinated were we with this car. 


Search we did, as so many others are doing at this very moment throughout 
Australia, but after two years there were no results. However, one night at a Melbourne 
Drive-In Cinema in my Phantom 1, I was told of an ‘old Rolls' belonging to the local scout 
master, one Joseph Morton. The very next day saw me inspecting the shambles - a shed 
completely built around it - wheels nine inches deep in mud - ugly Packard body fitted, and 
running, after some difficulty, on no more than two cylinders. Such was chassis no. 40YB. 
The following day saw me towing the car away, after paying out a modest figure. 


Several stuck valves were freed, with the aid of medicinal paraffin, which I took 
as being the meaning of 'paraffin' in the R-R handbook of the period. It was not until I heard 
an English girl ask for two gallons of 'paraffin' that I discovered my error: She required 
kerosene of course. The motor was tuned and the body removed and dumped. Within three 
weeks the chassis was cleaned down and competed successfully in the annual search for a 
suitable body. The wheels were a problem - Packard disc wheel hubs had been welded to 
the original Rolls-Royce artilery wheel hubs, thus rendering rebuilding of wooden wheels 
impossible. Dunlop hubs and wire wheels were fitted ex chassis 15 RM - size 600 x 23, 
after shot blasting and enamelling. 


The chassis is a Series D, Continental type, with Type A steering, 16/52 rear 
axle ration. It is a true Alpine Eagle chassis, with four forward gears, finned brake drums, 
high ground clearance and 22" radiator. According to Hythe Road records,the chassis was 
despatched from Derby on 20th July 1914, and was fitted with Landaulet coachwork by Hewitt 
and 935 x 135 tyres, an unusually large diameter, but very close to the present 600 x 23 tyres. 
Substantially, the chassis was sound, jobs done have been actually of a fairly minor nature. 
Valves were found to be in splendid order, so good in fact that the motor has idled at 66 rpm. 
which must be something of a record for any motorcar. 


Trembler coil ignition, was fitted by means of Ford T coils, two in series with 
one set of contacts shorted out with a 12 volt battery system. These have proved most 
satisfactory for starting from the switch and slow running, but the magneto is used for touring. 
The original Rolls-Royce trembler coil, and the gear box driven air pressure pump are the only 
things missing from the original equipment on the chassis. King pin lower bushes have been 
replaced. The steering box has been overhauled, and a new steering nut and bearings fitted. 


The chassis was completely stripped of paint, a rewarding experience, in view 
of the chassis number stampings revealed as a result. I was wisely advised against steam 
cleaning, and would strongly advise anyone against this method in view of danger of moisture 
entering bearings, etc. 


Nothing less than the restoration of a Silver Ghost would have kept me out night 
after night until 2 a.m. frequently in the middle of winter with only an open car-port for 
protection. My search for a suitable body was relentless, and just about exhausted, when Jack 
Nelson made available to me a body from his 1913 Mercedes. Made by Waring Bros. of 
Melbourne, it required only alteration to the scuttle to fit 40YB. 
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Numerous coats of paint remover, Zip-Off proving the best, were required to 
bring the bare metal to light. I painted the body myself, but have since had it done by a 
tradesman of the old school, with a complete absence of brush marks. Body colour is deep 
maroon, dark grey wings and black chassis and wheels. I have had the upholstery done in 
bone colour leather buttoned style, which makes a fine contrast against the deep maroon body; 
and the bone colour wears surprisingly well. A rear windscreen has been fitted. 


Starting, even on the coldest morning, never reyuires more than eight turns of the 
handle with the idling jet raised, and starting is then effected by the switch. During the 1961 
meeting at Wagga, I cranked my car only in the mornings or when it stalled. At all other times 
it started on the switch, sometimes after two hours. However, it does not start often on the 
switch now, as the motor is in need of decarbonising and general top overhaul, having covered 
many thousands of miles. Comfortable cruising speed-is around 45 mph. absolute top speed 
65 mph. maximum horsepower is developed at around 32 mph. Fuel consumption is 13 mpg. on 
long trips and 16 mpg. is obtainable under favourable conditions. 


The car was first exported to a well known family of Toorak, Melbourne the 
Conniberes; a Mr. Percy Speakman, of Caulfield, removed the landaulet body and fitted the 
Packard body around 1930, for use as a taxi on long country race trips. There are several 
other short-term owners and then Mr. Morton, in whose backyard it had sat for six years with 
an occasional start, thank goodness. 


I do not regret for one moment the many hours of labour and expense which have 
gone into this car. There is much to be done yet, mainly to the engine; but it has taken me 
several times interstate, its best performance being the London to Edinburgh Commemoration 
run, when Fred Robinson in 1910E and I, in 40YB, did 850 miles in top gear, without difficulty. 


It is comforting to know also that one has a proud possession which is also a 
tangible asset, growing more valuable as the years pass. 


J. D. COOPER 
Melbourne. 


Plan of Silver Ghost Chassis, 2100 to 2699. Note the cantilever rear springs. From RR Manual Aug. 1913. 
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PAGES FROM THE PAST by C. W. MORTON 


WHAT’S IN A NAME ? 


FENHIS month we have a look at a 
EE selection of type-names which, 
from 1905 to 1958, have been given to 
Rolls-Royce cars. We shall see one or 
two exceptions to the general pattern. 
We shall! also mention some names 
known only to those whose activities 
have been connected with that Rolls- 
Royce ‘Holy of Holies’, the Experi- 
mental Department. Finally we shall 
scan the circumstances leading to the 
creation of the ‘Name’ itself, Rolls- 
Royce. 


Rolls-Royce car type-names have in 
the main been associated with the spirit 
world. The first car to carry a name was 
the first four-cylinder 20 hp car made 
by the Company, in 1905. It was called 
Grey Ghost. This association of a car 
with silent motion seemed to start a 
trend, for the next car to follow this 
pattern was the thirteenth 40/50 hp 
six-cylinder, made in 1907. This was 
named Silver Ghost. All external metal 
parts of this car were (real) silver 
plated, and the coachwork finished in 
aluminium paint. 


These names had, up to this time, 
been given to individual cars, but Silver 
Ghost gained great distinction, and 
among other achievements beat the 
existing world’s ‘non-stop’ record in 
1907 with an RAC observed run of 
15,000 miles. This basic type remained 
unchanged until 1925. The original 
Silver Ghost is now in the Company's 
ownership, and is still an active per- 
former, after covering over 500,000 
miles. It was decided to bestow this as 
a type-name to all succeeding 40/50 
chassis of this design. 


There were exceptions, however. Two 
special 40/50 hp cars were made in 1908 
for the combined 2,000 miles Inter- 
national and Scottish six-days’ trial 
held in that year. Some sacrifice of 
silence and smoothness had been made 
in order to achieve better performance 
and economy. Claude Johnson, the 
Company’s General Manager, hearing 
these cars running for the first time, 
said ‘Any self-respecting Silver Ghost 
would tum its head in shame at the 
noise’, and christened them Silver 
Rogue and White Knave. Eric Platford 
scored a signal success in the trial, 
driving Silver Rogue. 


The first outstanding demonstration 
of the 40/50 hp Rolls in India was the 
winning of the Bombay-Kolhapur trial 
and the Mysore Cup in 1908. The car 


was named Pearl of the East and its 
success brought much valuable business 
in its train. 


After 1911, following the much 
publicized run by a 40/50 hp Rolls from 
London to Edinburgh (driven by Hs) 
this type of chassis and body was known 
and sold as the London-Edinburgh. 


In 1913, four 40/50 hp Rolls cars, 
entered in the Great Austrian Alpine 
Trials and driven by Hs, Friese, ‘Jock’ 
Sinclair and James Radley, beat the 
cream of Continental cars and drivers 
in epic fashion. It was intended to call 
this model the Continental, but the 
name which captured the public fancy 
and finally stuck was Alpine Eagle. 
Several of these cars, including Radley’s 
1913 car, are still preserved, immaculate 
in appearance and in perfect mechanical 
condition. 


In 1925 the ‘Ghost’ was laid (or 
rather superseded) by the New Phantom 
and this, in three marks, carried on the 
Phantom line until 1939. The Phantom I 
differed from the Silver Ghost mainly in 
that the engine had overhead valves. 
The Phantom II, last of the ‘big sixes’, 
reigned from 1929 to 1935, and Phantom 
III, the fabulous 12-cylinder Vee, from 
1936 to 1939. This ended the line of 
chassis 40/50s, but another Phantom. 


Mark IV materialised in 1946. This 
most exclusive model has been made in 
limited numbers only, since it is supplied 
only to ‘permanent heads of state’. 
Our own Royal State car is of this type. 
The engine is a ‘straight 8’. 


And now back to 1922, when for the 
first time since 1906 a smaller Rolls- 
Royce car than the famous 40/50 was 
offered to the motoring world. A 20 hp 
prototype did its experimental road 
trials under the pseudonym (engraved 
on the hub-caps) of Cinderella. This, 
for a Rolls-Royce, lacked dignity and 
appropriate associations and the name 
was quietly forgotten. The first pro- 
duction 20s were known (in the Derby 
works at any rate) as Goshawks, but 
this name did not survive. The 20 then 
Started to grow up. In 1929 it became 
the 20/25, and in 1936 the 25/30. In 
1938 a redesigned 25/30 was introduced 
and, befitting its outstanding smoothness 
and silence, was named the Wraith. The 
20 had at last reached maturity! 
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floated along, symbol of silent move- 
ment for all to behold, even in broad 
daylight! 


What of the exceptions and oddities 
which never reached maturity and 
production? In 1919 a 90 hp aero 
engine, the Hawk, was installed in a 
Silver Ghost chassis. It was known as 
the Hawk-Northcliffe. It was, according 
to experimental testers of that time, a 
‘potent motor’, but far too noisy 
(mechanically), to be associated with a 
Ghostly family. It died an early death! 


_ Then there was the Peregrine, a 16 hp 
six-cylinder car, produced by the 
Experimental Department in the de- 
pressed period of the early 1930s: a 
smooth, sweet little car. The fully- 
tested prototype lingered on for a few 
years, moping under dust-sheets in a 
corner of No 4 shop at Nightingale 
Road. Finally it was ‘reduced to 
produce’ and the ‘Peri’ became a motor 
car which was, but was no longer, for 
it had vanished. 


Then there was a mysterious experi- 
mental car known as Japan 3, and 
another named the Vulture, as much a 
mystery to me as to you, 


In the fate 1930s, an experimental 
car, smaller than the 25/30, was made 
and tested extensively. 1 had the pleasure 
of handling this car for a brief period. 
It rejoiced in the name of Ripple. 


Another very hush-hush motor, whose 
name was only whispered, was the 
Myth, bor and died just after World 
War II. 


Coming back to solid ground again, 
the unbroken line of Ghosts and 


Phantoms, ranging from 1907 to 1958, 
came near to a break in the middle 
1930s. The prototype Vee 12 40/50, 
destined to succeed the Phantom II, 
carried the name Spectre throughout 
its experimental life. 

But who can deny the pleasant nature 
of the change from Ghosts, Spectres 
and Phantoms to the associations im- 
plied by the name Silver Cloud. 


In 1946 the Wraith became the Silver 
Wraith, and here ended the association 
with disembodied spirits. Further cars 
in this iine became Silver Dawn (in 
1949) and finally, in 1956, Silver Cloud 


AT THE FEDERAL RALLY. 


Jim Cooper's 1914 SG with younger relations from Crewe, 
in the Australian bush. 


Jack Jeffrey drove George Green's 1921 Smith & Waddington 
Tourer from Sydney for the Mildura Rally. Chassis No. S6AG. 


164 


